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  Next Up on the JCOP Calendar: Veterans Car Show on Saturday, June 28 
   
The Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh and the Steel Town 
Corvette Club will sponsor the 2025 Veterans Car 
Show at the Southwestern Veterans Center (located 
at 7060 Highland Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15206) on 
Saturday, June 28, 2025 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. 
   “Let us gather to show our appreciation to Veter-
ans for their service to America,” said JCOP event 
organizer Tom Nuhfer. “Display your stunning 
automobile, make new friends, share stories, smiles, 
and fun!” 
   Tom said there is no cost for this event and coffee 
and donuts will be provided. “Those that sign up 
will be notified in advance if it should become nec-
essary to invoke a rain date,” he added. 
   Register at jaguarclubofpittsburgh.org/veterans 
or contact Tom Nuhfer at 412-999-6616 or 
tnoel06@gmail.com.  (See page 7 for more info) 

JCOP Treasurer Stu Benson brought his 1968 Jaguar 
E-Type OTS to last year’s Veterans Car Show.  
Very Patriotic!  

THE JCOP PICNIC WAS – AGAIN
- ENJOYED BY ALL 

By Stu Benson 

The Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh members who at-
tended the wonderful JCOP Picnic on May 18        

enjoyed a nice day of weather (a breezy, but pleas-
ant, day in the spring of 2025 that otherwise seemed 
like it rained almost every day with below normal 
temperatures) and the opportunity to enjoy the cama-
raderie that came with a passel of great cars, great 
food, new members attending, and the always top-
notch JCOP Dessert Table.  
We also recognized our beloved 
past member, Dave Gestler, in a 
very special way when his son, 
Craig, brought many Jaguar-
themed books and other printed 
material that Dave owned (in 
photo at right) and conducted a 
Dave Gestler Memorial Silent 
Book Auction, with the pro-
ceeds donated to JCOP.                          
A special day all around.                                   
     Continued on page 2 
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     With over forty people in attendance, the Roose-
velt Shelter was decked out with racing themed 
start/finish flags and a number of Jaguar flags and 
banners supplied and erected by Stu Benson and 
Ken Como.  Anyone driving by the picnic certainly 
saw, from all three directions, that “Jaguar” was the 
theme of the gathering even if they somehow failed 
to note the many gorgeous Jaguars in the adjacent 
parking lot.  
      Many thanks go out to all of those who brought 
such a wonderful assortment of desserts which 
were displayed on a “Red Carpet” table befitting 
the quality of the confections and baked goods. A 
lot of work, and ingenuity, went into the making of 
so many of the desserts where some were baked in 
a Jaguar theme or displayed on a serving dish like 
the one with a stick shift coming out of the middle 
of the display. 

      
    Given the pleasant weather, most everyone drove 
a Jaguar and the attendees spent a lot of time out in 
the parking lot viewing the cars, where many of the 
bonnets were raised to display the engine compart-
ments.  JCOP is blessed to have so many members 
who brought such beautiful cars.  A 50/50 drawing 
was conducted with JCOP benefitting from 50% of 
the proceeds.  Thanks go to the “Cindys”, Cindy 

Book and Cindy Bailey who went around and sold 
the tickets and nobody could turn them down. 
     Everyone shared they had a great time including 
new members Jim and Jennifer Wood (who drove 
in from Cambridge, OH), and we also welcomed 
Harry and Pam Fuchs joining with us along with 
David Condliffe and we hope they got to meet a lot 
of people and make new Jaguar friends.  
     Rick and Becka Caufman had car trouble com-
ing from Erie County and had to turn around part 
way and limp back home (about which it is under-
stood that President Rich Aronson will be elaborat-
ing in his President’s Perspective column in this 
June edition of Jaguar Jargon) and they were 
missed but we are happy to hear they ended up OK, 
albeit going home with their dessert that they had 
to likely spend days eating.  
    Continued on page 3 
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Photo by Ken Como 

      Consideration is being given to moving the 
picnic to be two weeks later in time to Sunday, 
May 31, 2026 so if any one objects to our doing 
so, please let me know soon. Over the years as the 
calendar moves forward, the date gets earlier and 
earlier by a day every year and since we cannot 
push the picnic back just one week because of 
Memorial Day weekend, we need to go two 
weeks later. This will presumably benefit us with 
a chance of warmer weather and also remove con-
flicts of vintage car racing at Summit Point that 
leaves Mike Zappa out of town and a neighbor-
hood concours with food trucks that member Peter 
Hutchinson puts on every year to which he invites 
JCOP members.  
Hopefully everyone enjoyed the Zoom, Zoom, 
GRRROWWWLL of their Jaguars on the way 
home, reveling in their interaction with really nice 
people and having fully satiated their appetites as 
well as looking forward to all the treats for which 
take-home containers were provided for that com-
ing week’s enjoyment at home or work.  
     More picnic photos are at  
     jaguarclubofpittsburgh.org/photo-gallery 
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April 24-27, 2025  JCNA Annual General Meeting (AGM)                                                                            
    King of Prussia, PA,  Hosted by the Delaware Valley Jaguar Club 
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June 28      Veterans Car Show at Southwestern Veterans Center with Steel Town Corvette Club 

        (Tom Nuhfer -  412-999-6616 or tnoel06@gmail.com)   

August 9      Sewickley Car Show for Exceptional Cars  (Chuck Pipich)  

August 23      Jaguars at Jacksons  (Hosted by Dave and Karen Gamret) 

September 20    Pittsburgh Concours d’Elegance at Fox Chapel Yacht Club (Bryan Williams) 

September 28    British Cars at Hartwood (Coordinated by Jack Terrick, Stu Benson, Mike Zappa) 

Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh  
2025 Events Calendar 

 

 Jaguar Clubs of North America Upcoming Events 

Other Events of Interest to JCOP Members 
 

July 11-20, 2025  Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 

   10 days of races, car shows and motorsport events. 

   Website: pvgp.org 

 

September 26-29, 2025 The North Georgia Jaguar Club will be hosting the 2025 JCNA                                      
    International Jaguar Festival primarily on the premises of the Savoy   
    Automobile Museum, located off I-75, in Cartersville Georgia with lodging 
    and parking nearby.  https://www.ngjc.us/IJF/registration.html  

 



 “Double Clutching and Rev Matching” 

 President’s Perspective                                    
  Rich Aronson  
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Trouble with the “Prince of Darkness”  
and other Misfortunes 

 
Rick and Becca Caufman were happily motoring 
from their home in Corry, PA in their mid-nineties 
Vanden Plas Saloon when their trip to our May 18 
picnic was rudely interrupted as Rick explains… 
 
Well, I thought the replacement of Lucas (the in-
ventors of electrical darkness) with Nippondenso 
would insure more carefree motoring.  Alas, at a 
mere 106,xxx miles our alternator decided Eng-
lish weather was not to its liking.  About 30 miles 
into the journey, what looked like another instru-
ment panel bit of erratic behaviour (British spell-
ing) was an actual low voltage condition.  We 
made it to a car parts store where it was deter-
mined to be a failed alternator.  Even if there had 
been one in stock, roadside replacement with an 
imitation Leatherman tool would have been im-
possible.  So, after a 1 hour recharge we started 
home.  After about 15 miles, the battery was 
down, so I connected my starter/booster for a 3 
volt gain and made another 9 miles to the next 
car parts store, recharged both battery and 
booster,  attached the booster to the recharged 
battery, started the car on the booster and drove 
the remaining 7 or so miles home.  Most of the 
Jaguar-themed cupcakes survived the trip, 
though some were given to store staff in appre-
ciation of their assistance, and others consumed 
as substitutes for lunch. 
Now, to order an alternator, compare various op-
tions for R&R of the device, and prepare to reju-
venate our 30 year Car in preparation for the 
June Soiree with Rolls, Corvettes, et.al..  Failing 
that, maybe the STS will be ok for the Cad part 
of the group. 
Rick and Becca 
 
 

 
No doubt, all of us have a story along the same 
theme when one way or the other, an unexpected 
trip in one of our cats went wrong, perhaps suffi-
ciently to deter our arrival and creating 
“unexpected” issues as occurred here. What’s yours? 
If you wish to share it, please reply, we can certainly 
run your adventure(s) accordingly. 
 
Rick spins his tale delightfully with the humor, pa-
tience and resourcefulness that accompanies the 
ownership of our vintage Jags- (and to be fair, other 
marques) that send us back to our garages! 
 
This story reminds me of two examples with my XK
-120 soon after my original restoration albeit having 
run a number of test miles successfully. 
 
The first was a trip from home in the South Hills to 
our Hartwood show where smooth operation turned 
to engine missing and stalling. Once I managed to 
pull over, my buddy just behind me in his rumbling 
TR 8 and I traced the problem to the distributer 
points that “suddenly” required cleaning and re-
gapping – we did that makeshift adjustment and then 
on to Hartwood smooth as silk. 
 
The second was a bit more scary. Driving back from 
a trip downtown including through the Fort Pitt Tun-
nels safely and running perfectly into town and 
largely back on the round trip, the car gasped and 
stalled – seeming to lack of fuel – but how could the 
car be out of gas with the fuel gauge still showing 
almost ½ tank to spare? 
 
Stuck on busy Banksville Road south, a Pittsburgh 
policeman stopped for “help” and though admiring 
the car, told me I’d have one more turn to start it, 
move it off the road (no shoulder) into a parking lot 
nearby before he’d have to push the car with his 
cruiser off the road by the Jag’s tiny freshly restored 
twin rear bumperettes!     (Continued on next page) 
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I gasped and crossed my fingers, hit the starter and 
somehow by fumes/vapor the car started and just 
made it into Eat ‘n Park’s nearby lot where I could 
call my flatbed. Whew!! 
 
The discovery? Upon disassembly of the fuel tank-
located gauge sending unit, we realized the assem-
bly arm was getting hung up on a piece of gasket 
seal at tank top that was not trimmed quite close 
enough to permit reliable clearance – so once 
shaved, fuel gauge has been accurate for 30 years of 
running perfectly!! 
 
Jaguar Cars News of Interest 
 
Our JCNA regional director, Mark Smith, recently 
shared these articles to update local clubs on recent 
news in the motoring press about Jaguar Cars’ pro-
duction and electric rebranding strategies.  
https://www.msn.com/en-us/autos/other/jaguar-
admits-it-made-some-bad-choices/ar-AA1EI86J?
ocid=BingNewsVerp 
  
https://www.premiershipfixtures.uk/2025/05/14/
jaguar-land-rover-to-rethink-electric-vehicle-
transition-plans/ 
 
The first article in AutoGuide by Jeremy Kor-
zeniewski discusses the controversial very contem-
porary tone the electric car roll-out established to 
introduce the new Model 00 premium electric 
coupe. The main points cited below suggest Jaguar 
may be rethinking the approach taken but it is very 
interesting reading. 
 
The main points cited are that the unusual colors of 
the cars depicted and the actors in the ad were not as 
positively received as hoped making the rebranding 
efforts controversial 
 

 
 
The article also refers to Jaguar management’s 
strategies being subject to change including a review 
of the ad agency with whom they’ve been working 
when their contract expires in 2026. 
No other specific comments on the subject from 
management were given. 
 
The second article on line in AdMix addresses      
possible conversations within the company of how 
quickly their timeline to “pure electrification” will 
be practical given the state of world markets and the 
pace of international regulations that are evolving. 
This suggests that the evolution of their full electric 
transition may be more gradual than originally 
broadcast in 2024. 
 
This piece is worth reading but the bottom line is 
that once again, JLR is recognizing that some ad-
justments may make sense as they weigh their op-
tions and assess their markets affected by interna-
tional trade and economic considerations. 
 
Happy Jaguar Motoring and looking forward to see-
ing you at our upcoming, exciting summer events! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



             The Veterans Car Show for 2025 
 
By Tom Nuhfer 
   The Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh and the Steel Town Corvette Club will sponsor the Veterans Car Show 
for the Southwestern Veterans Center for disabled veterans on Saturday, June 28, 2025 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 
   Last year the turnout for the show was the best so far for the Veterans Car Show with a little over fifty 
cars. The STCC made a major contribution to the show with some twenty Corvette owners participating 
in the show. The Veterans Show also had participation for the Rolls Royce and the Bentley club and 
Triumph club. 
   The Veterans Car Show provides a day for the disabled veterans and their families that come to the 
show to aid the veterans to view the show. This one-day event provides the disabled veterans a view of 
a range of remarkable cars and an opportunity to meet and talk with the car owners. Many of the veter-
ans are in wheelchairs and require volunteers to help them navigate and view the show. The veterans 
appreciate the span of years represented by the production of the cars, and many of them fondly remem-
ber and talk about the cars that they have owned throughout those years. This Veterans Car Show gives 
the two clubs an opportunity to show the disabled veterans that they are not forgotten and for us to show 
our support for their service. 
 

 
To encourage the club members to bring their cars and attend the show will not require any fees. In 
turn, the JCOP will provide donuts and coffee for the show participants for when they arrive in the 
morning for the Veterans Show. Visit the Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh website for the Veterans Show to 
RSVP, sign-up for all members that plan to attend. Go to jaguarclubofpittsburgh.org. Under EVENTS, 
Veterans Car Show, there is an RSVP. 
 
The sign-up and registration for STCC is through Stu Benson and the contact information is:                     
stubenson3@gmail.com and 412-491-1586. 
 
All car owners who want to attend the Veterans Car Show and  require any additional information, 
please feel free to contact me, Tom Nuhfer tnoel06@gmail.com  phone 412-999-6616.  The car owners 
and veterans who want to make a donation for the support of the Veterans Car Show can send checks 
made out to the Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh to: Tom Nuhfer, 216 Falconhurst Drive North, Fox Chapel, 
PA 15238.  
 
Veterans Car Show: Saturday June 28th at the Southwestern Veterans Center, located near                           
Highland Park area, 7060 Highland Drive, Pittsburgh Pa. 15206. Please come and show your                     
support for the Veterans. 
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   Have You Joined JCOP’s Facebook Page Yet? 
 
JCOP member Ken Como reports that a growing number of Jaguar enthusiasts (nearly 100) have 
joined the Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh Facebook page, designed for members to post favorite car 
photos and provide details about upcoming events and club news.  
 
“Old Jaguar, new Jaguar, or no Jaguar, we welcome all with an enthusiasm 
for the marque and an interest in getting to know others with a passion for 
the Jaguar brand,” Ken says.  
 
Find out more and join by searching for “Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh” on 
Facebook or by clicking on the QR Code at right. Thanks to Ken for       
creating the page and maintaining it for our members.  
 
Check it out! 
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    Jaguar Club of Pittsburgh 2025 OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
  
 President:    Rich Aronson       412-551-8319        aronsonrichard@yahoo.com 
 1st Vice President: Mike Zappa      412-292-5506  zappa@bakeryoung.com  
 2nd Vice President:    Craig Gestler      412-821-1378 Craig.Gestler@Gmail.com 
 Treasurer:  Stu Benson      412-491-1586        stubenson3@gmail.com 
 Secretary:  Chuck Pipich       412-373-7090 chuckp212@gmail.com  
 
 Directors (voting):  Ken Como      412-849-0719  KJComo17@gmail.com  
     Bill Cooper      412-496-2595 xj61975@aol.com 
     Dawn DePasquale 724-244-5476 ddepasqu@yahoo.com  
     Dave Gamret      734-645-5864      dgamret@comcast.net 
     Scott O’Mara         412-491-3726 sgomara@verizon.net  
     Bryan Williams   412-751-2355   dsw222h@aol.com 
  
 Associate Directors:  Frank Bailey       412-366-6323 Fbaileyiii@gmail.com  
     Shadrach Jones     412-260-1522 shadrach.jones@yahoo.com   
     Tom Nuhfer         412-999-6616  tnoel06@gmail.com  
                                   
         
 Chief Concours Judge Bryan Williams    412-751-2355   dsw222h@aol.com  
 Newsletter Editor          Candy Williams   412-751-2355   allwrite2@aol.com 
 Webmaster     Dolly Taskey       412-614-1711   dollytaskey@gmail.com      

 

 

 

 
JAGUAR SERVICE PROVIDER DIRECTORY 

Did you have some work done on your Jaguar over the winter months and you’re really happy with the re-
sult?  Did you locate some parts for your car that were hard to find?   It’s time to share your knowledge with 
your fellow club members.  Everyone needs a little help once in a while finding that elusive component or 
skilled technician.  We have a comprehensive Service Directory on our website for just this purpose.   
Check it out under the “More” tab at: http://www.jaguarclubofpittsburgh.com/ 
 
Entries are grouped in categories such as General Parts, General Service, Engine, Body Exterior and Trim, 
Electrical, etc. as seen above.  In order to be included, the supplier must be recommended by a club member 
who has had a positive experience with that supplier.   
To add a supplier to the list, send me the following: 
Name, address, phone number, website (if applicable) and contact person (if applicable) 
Discounts available to club members, if any 
Date the service or parts were received 
Member comments 
Member name 
 
I’ll add it to the directory in the above format so other club members can find the supplier, ask for any dis-
counts available, know how old the recommendation is, see specific comments and have a fellow member’s 
name to contact with any further questions. We’ve had a number of recent entries from members servicing 
their cars so check it out and add your successful results to our directory.  This can be a great resource if we 
all share our experiences.  I look forward to hearing from you to enhance our collective wealth of                             
recommended suppliers. 
 
Dave Gamret  dgamret@comcast.net  734-645-5864 




